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Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides 
weekly during the legislative session, features historical facts about Iowa, the 
Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  All historical publications 
are reproduced here with the actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 
April 2, 2008 
 
THIS WEEK: The Cardiff Giant 
 
BACKGROUND: The Cardiff Giant, one of the most famous hoaxes in American history, was a 10-foot-tall 
"petrified man" uncovered on October 16, 1869, by workers digging a well behind the barn of William C. 
"Stub" Newell in Cardiff, New York.  Both it and an unauthorized copy made by P.T. Barnum are still on 
display. 
 
“The Great Cardiff Giant Deception” By Ex-Lieutenant Governor B.F. Gue (Published in 1899)  From: Biographies 
and Portraits of the Progressive Men of Iowa: Legislature Leaders in Business, Politics and the Professions 
Together with An Original and Authentic History of the State 
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